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As the cold turns to rain and the rain turns to blooming flowers and mowing grass again, we 
are quickly reminded that warmer months are on the way, and with that, many incredible, 
wonderful events will be happening at the school district, the culmination of which is 
graduation for the class of 2018.  

There are many great things going on at Benjamin Logan and this newsletter will share but 
a few of them with you.  In that vein, I want to introduce to our community one of the most 
visually apparent differences that is now a part of everyday life at Benjamin Logan, and that 
is our new School Resource Officer, Deputy Matt Robinson. 

Deputy Robinson started with us on March 5th.  He is on campus every day from before the 
students arrive till after they leave for the day.  Deputy Robinson has already made great 
connections with students and is beginning to help students see that officers of the law are 
a good thing, and a person that can be trusted.  No day looks exactly the same for Deputy 
Robinson, and that is on purpose.  Some days he meets students as they come off the bus in 
the morning.  There are days where he might be patrolling the local roads as cars and busses 
come in to ensure that students are safe on the roads.  Some of his duties, in conjunction 
with the Logan County Sheriff’s office is to continually ensure the security of each of our 
buildings, and to advise staff on best practices on safety and security.  He walks the halls.  
He meets with students.  He gives insight to administrators.  Deputy Robinson has been a 

welcomed addition to the Benjamin Logan Raider family. 

Another addition and support for our students that is coming is in regards to student mental health and well-being.  
The Board of Education took action in March to create the job description for a School Social Worker position.  
Candidates applications and experiences are being evaluated at this time and interviews will soon be scheduled, 
but we will be pleased and proud to bring this additional student support person to the district’s students when the 
hiring process is complete.  This person will work closely with our guidance counselors but be able to provide a 
much more in depth mental health support for students who need that support.  Additionally, that person may be 
able to help families connect with necessary resources outside of the school’s walls for greater “wrap around” type 
services.  That is a very short synopsis of what that position will be, but we believe we have made two significant 
steps forward in creating and even better learning environment for our students.  Thanks.  Go Raiders!

Mr. Harmon

Every Student. Every Day.

Benjamin Logan District News

Welcome to Spring, RaiderNation.  
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Benjamin Logan District News 

Financial Sharing with CFO/Treasurer Mandy France:
In this spring edition of the newsletter I would like to share the composition of what makes up the enrollment of 
students in Benjamin Logan LSD.

In the chart below you can see data that represents Fiscal Year 2014 compared to Fiscal year 2018 and the different 
areas that represent our students.

Some key observations that I would like you as 
a member of our Benjamin Logan Community 
to be aware of in the comparison of the data 
from 2014 to 2018:

•  Thirty additional students are being 
served by utilizing our open enrollment option

•  Resident students attending Benjamin 
Logan has decreased by 91

•  Ten more resident students have chosen 
to open enroll to another district

•  Eight fewer resident students have 
chosen to enroll at a community school

•  2.5 resident students are on a scholarship 
related to Autism or Jon Peterson

Benjamin Logan administration team continues to review our district enrollment when it pertains to how we staff 
the district and build the budget each year. As you can see we have declining enrollment and it is not isolated to 
just one grade level which requires careful consideration when we have staff retire or move from our district. The 
Superintendent must review how to educate the current students with the enrollment declining. We get approximately 
$6,010.00 per typical student each school year to educate the student enrollment. Again this information is to continue 
to be transparent to our taxpayers and help to share how our district has evolved to where we are in 2018.

The Benjamin Logan Board of Education is currently reviewing and gaining knowledge on the best solution to 
present to the voters and tax payers. I encourage you to learn with us and help to keep Benjamin Logan the best school 
around for many years and generations to come. If you would like to continue to review the financial plan for our 
district you can view the October 2017 five year forecast at our website www.benjaminlogan.org select the resources 
tab, Treasurer Page and the five year forecast will be available for you to review. You can also contact me and I can 
have a copy available for you here at the central office or email you a copy.

I look forward to bringing you information about the financial condition of our district in this year’s newsletter 
editions if you have a particular interest or topic you would like to hear more about please contact me at francem@
benjaminlogan.org.

LET’S GO RAIDERS!
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Elementary 

It is hard to believe that the school year is coming to a close in just a few short months.  As we look back at winter, 
we can’t help but to see visions of the kids sledding on the hill at recess time.  Thank you to our recess monitors 
and PTC for making this a memorable time for our 
students. 

We want to be sure to reiterate to the parents of Grade 
3 and 4 students that state testing will be occurring in 
April.  Please check these dates to ensure that your 
child is present on all testing days.  Thank you in 
advance for your assistance with helping your child 
to be as prepared as possible for these state assessments. 

Please continue to keep checking agendas and take home folders nightly, helping your child with homework as 
needed, reading to and with your child, and taking every advantage to let your child know that his/her education is 
important to you by fostering that home/school connection.  

We wish you all a blessed New Year!

Colleen Bodin and Gina Rogers

2nd Grade Unified Arts Nights
The second graders showcased their musical, artistic, and 
technological gifts during the Unified Arts Night in January. 
Students performed some of their favorite snow songs including 
“Jingle Bells”, “Walking in a Winter Wonderland”, and “Let It 
Snow.”  They displayed a few of this year’s biggest art projects, 
including a “Zebra” painting and a “Soup Can Collage”, all 
based from their learnings about American Andy Warhol. For 
technology, the students used Google Docs to create homemade 
Valentines. Some of our second graders also shared their favorite 
books they’ve been reading from the elementary library.  
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Benjamin Logan Elementary 

 On Tuesday, February 13, Benjamin Logan Elementary hosted its twenty-third science fair. Over 130 aspiring 
scientists from first through fourth grade presented their distinctive projects to 50 volunteer community members and 
high school students in the elementary gymnasium. These students explained their scientific methods and processes 
and listened to input from the judges. The school then opened its doors to the community that evening for a Science 
Fair Open House to showcase students’ hard work and creativity.

 Thirty-three elementary students were invited to display their projects 
and be recognized at the Local Science Day at the high school on February 
21. These young scientists were awarded a 
certificate for their high level of achievement.

 Thank you to all those who helped make 
the Science Fair a success, including those 
who volunteered as judges, PTC volunteers 
who helped with the judging process and 
providing refreshments for the open house, 
and all the parents and teachers who helped 
these young minds with their projects.

2018 Science Fair

100’s Day

Valetine’s Day

98, 99, 100! Kindergarten and first grade students celebrated the 100th day of 
school in late January. To observe this big day, the children participated in unique 
100s activities, including licking a lollipop 100 times, stacking 100 cups, counting 
100 fingers and toes, hula hooping 100 times, and placing 100 Hershey Kisses 
on a 100s graph. Students also brought in a bag of 100 items such as Legos, 
marshmallows, and pennies, and displayed them in the hallway for all to enjoy. 
These fun-filled activities help students with number recognition and counting.

 Candy hearts, Valentine cards, and heart-shaped cookies 
oh my. K-4th grade students got into the Valentine’s 
Day spirit, celebrating with class parties and homemade 
card boxes. Students had fun creating unique boxes and 
passing out cards to all their classmates and teachers. 
They played entertaining Valentine-themed games, 
decorated treats, and enjoyed yummy snacks. Thank 
you to all the parents who helped make these class 
parties exciting for the students.
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Elementary 
BLES Calender of  Events

April 5        Spring School Pictures
April 9 & 10        4th grade ELA AIR Test
April 11                2 hour delay for teacher PD
April 12, 13, 16     Screening for 2018-2019 Kindergarten
April 14                Logan County Arts and Music Festival
April 17 & 18         3rd grade ELA AIR Test
April 19                PTC Skating party, 6:00-8:30 pm
April 20                PTC meeting; 8:30 AM in the elementary commons; Interim Reports sent home
April 21                PTC Carnival; 5:00-8:00 PM
April 24 & 25         4th grade Math AIR Test
April 23 & 26         3rd grade Math AIR Test
May 3                 Kindergarten Music Program at 6:30 PM
May 4                  Kindergarten Music Program at 8:45 AM 
May 18                PTC meeting; 8:30 AM in the elementary commons
May 21              Fourth Grade Recognition, 9:00 AM
May 22              Students’ Last Day, 2 Hour Early Release, Grade Cards sent home
June 11-16   Summer Enrichment Academy at Bellefontaine High School 9:30-11:30

Check out  http://es.benjaminlogan.org/ for updates on events at our school 
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Benjamin Logan Middle School 

Hello!  It’s starting to feel like spring outside as the weather begins to warm up and the sun starts to shine a 
little brighter.  The spring is a very busy time around Benjamin Logan Middle School and I wanted to take a 
minute to remind everyone about all of the events that are coming our way in March and also to recognize some 
achievements of our students.  

Our winter sports teams just completed another great season.  We want to thank everyone who was able to come 
out and support those teams as they represented our school with pride.  The 7th Grade girls basketball team 
ended the season as the CBC runner-up.  Again, we want to thank all the student athletes for the hard work that 
they put in over the winter season.  

Several of our middle school students were selected to represent our school and have their art displayed in 
downtown Columbus.  Daven Williams was selected to take part in the Ohio Art Education Associations Youth 
Art Month.  Landon Zehner will have his art exhibited at the OAEA’s Annual Young People’s Art Exhibition.  
Isaac Napier, Madison Ridge, and Hannah Miller all will have art that will be a part of the 2018 Central OAEA 
K-8 Art Exhibition.  We are very proud of these students and are excited that they have the opportunity to have 
their art on display.

We want to thank everyone that was able to support the Parents and Teachers for Students during the  “Good 
Clean Fun” detergent fundraiser.  If you purchased items from this fundraiser, we anticipate these items to arrive 
and be distributed on March 16th from 3-6pm and March 17th from 9am-12pm.  All pick ups will be in the 
middle school commons.   

On March 26th-30th, school will not be in session because of spring break.  We hope that everyone enjoys this 
time off of school and has a chance to spend some time with friends and family. As the weather starts to change, 
this will be a great chance for everyone to recharge and get ready for the last push before the end of the school 
year. .

  And as always, please don’t hesitate to give us a call if you have any questions at all.  Have a great start 
to your Spring season!

 

Rob Walter, Principal

Rob Walter

Benjamin Logan Middle School
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Middle
New Reading Program to Beat the Summer 

Slide
Studies show that two months of 
reading achievement are lost during 
the dog days of summer! Don’t let 
your child slide into a reading slump 
this summer. After introducing the 
new Raiders Read program, which 
every child participates in during 
the school day, the middle school is 
ready to keep your child climbing 
up the ladder of achievement with a 
summer reading program. Through 
the summer reading program, 
students can purchase a collection of 
5 to 10 fiction and nonfiction high-
interest books that include a reading 
journal and activities to practice 
comprehension skills all summer 
long. This is a great chance to build 

parent and family interactions or 
for students to read independently. 
Collections of books are based on 
grade levels and can be chosen based 
on your child’s reading ability. For 
a discounted cost, this collection 
will keep your child on the road of 
reading success for the upcoming 
school year. More information and 
order forms will be sent home with 
students in the spring.
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Benjamin Logan Middle School 

Student Artwork
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High

Students, Parents, and Community Members:

With spring right around the corner, so too is the final stretch of another school 
year.  Over the past few months, students at the high school have attained accolades 
at local and state levels.  Members of BPA were recognized at the regional level 
for their performance with a team of three students advancing to State competition 
in “Global Marketing.”  Our Quiz Bowl team captured a CBC Championship and 
qualified for Nationals later this spring in Chicago. The girls basketball program 
captured their fourth consecutive league title with senior Nikki Current being named 
player of the year.  Our girls swim team also captured their second consecutive 

league championship with senior Macy Arn being named swimmer of the year.  Macy also qualified for State 
competition for the second year in a row.  Our competition cheer squad has qualified for State with hopes of 
bringing home a State Champion banner after finishing as State Runner-up last year.  Finally, our Girls Bowling 
team made history by qualifying for State Competition for the first time.   

Another area of focus for students and staff over the past few months has been mental health and social media 
awareness.  With both of these topics becoming more prevalent in the lives of young people today, the more 
knowledge that they can be provided with will hopefully allow them to make sound decisions for their future.  
Representatives of Consolidated Care met with all students and staff to address coping mechanisms along with 
communication avenues to address stresses that impact them in their day to day challenges.  Additionally, social 
media expert, Jesse Weinberger, spoke to students regarding cyberbullying, sexting, and sexual predation.  
Benjamin Logan also hosted a countywide parent presentation with Mrs. Weinberger addressing over two hundred 
parents and bringing awareness to the potential online dangers that their children are exposed to with a swipe 
of a finger.  The ultimate message was to learn how to protect our children and prevent them from becoming a 
perpetrator and a victim in an online world.As we prepare for the final quarter, much focus will be placed on end 
of course exams and graduation preparation.  With our senior class taking center stage, it is time to celebrate their 
academic successes … Scholarship Night, Rotary Honors Night, and Academic Excellence Breakfast hosted by 
Honda. These memorable moments are a tribute to the support and guidance that they have received from family, 
teachers, and community members over the past thirteen years. For that, we say, “job well done” to the Raider 
Community!    

Mark Butler, Principal



10

Benjamin Logan High School 

RECOGNITION AND AWARDS
GOLD KEY CERTIFICATION

Lois Stoll, Family and Consumer Sciences educator at Benjamin 
Logan HS was selected to attend the first NextGen Personal 
Finance Summit in San Francisco in March.  Selected educators 
will participate in professional development including brushing 
up on content knowledge in insurance, taxes, paying for college, 
and investing as well as sessions on teaching through simulations, 
what’s trending in personal finance and how to effectively use 
blended learning, case studies and classroom discussions in 
teaching personal finance.  

Benjamin Logan was recently named a Gold Standard School based on delivery of Personal Finance education to 
every graduating student.  This content is delivered through the FCS dept. to every junior in a course entitled Career 
and College Readiness. 

SKILLS USA COMPETITION
Xavier Haywood competed in the Regional SkillsUSA Advertising 
Design competition held at the School of Advertising Art.  Benjamin 
Logan SkillsUSA is a new chapter of the nationwide career technical 
student organization (CTSO) and the Advertising Design competition 
is stressful and tough; typically reserved for Juniors and Seniors that 
have been in their programs for 3-4 years.  As a Sophomore, Xavier 
wasn’t sure he was ready, but he was still willing to compete, taking 
an ‘observe-and-report’ approach to the competition. Competitors 
were given a list of specifications for designing an event logo, 
creating an event poster and recreating an already designed piece. 
As expected, the other competitors were Juniors and Seniors, having 

been in visual communications programs for 3-4 years. After the rigorous 4-hour long design competition, Xavier 
sighed a breath of relief and said, “I know what I need to work on for next year.”  Advisor and student were proud 
of the accomplishment and happy to come away with the knowledge and plans to compete and win next year.  
SkillsUSA is advised by Jayne Jones, Media Arts and Digital Imaging instructor.
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High

NIKKI CURRENT         
Senior basketball player, Nikki 
Current, scored her 2,000th career 
point on her first basket of the game 
on February 7th, which gave her the 
honor of being the first Logan County 
athlete to reach that milestone.  Nikki 
went on to score 38 points that night 
vs. Graham High School.

SENIOR CLASS OF 2018 MURAL ARTIST

- SYDNEY BUCK

“Dreamed, Believed, Achieved, Class of 2018” is the motto 
chosen for this year’s graduating class. Sydney Buck submitted 
a design that embodied this motto, and was selected by her 
classmates to create a painting of her design.
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Benjamin Logan High School 
BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS OF 

AMERICA (BPA) SUCCESS
Members of the Benjamin Logan High School 
Business Professionals of America (BPA) chapter 
recently competed in Region 16 Workplace Skills 
Assessment Contests at Apollo Career Center.  Eight 
student members competed in different workplace 
contests and were awarded for their success.

Benjamin Logan BPA will have one team competing 
at the state level in March.  The Global Marketing 
Team consisting of Senior Avery Braun, Senior 
Madison Jones, and Junior Sarah VanDyke placed 
first.  They developed an 8-page marketing plan that 
detailed pricing strategies, promotional plans, and 
ideas to expand a mini-home business globally.

Benjamin Logan HS Region 16 BPA Placings

• Banking & Finance - 6th place - Alexis Humphries

•  Advanced Interview Skills - 5th place - Madison Jones

• Small Business Management Team - 3rd place - Gavin Gibson & Jacob McKenrick

• Interview Skills - 3rd place - Alexis Humphries

• Prepared Speech - 2nd place - Alexis Humphries

• Global Marketing Team - 1st place and qualifying for state in March - Avery Braun, Madison Jones, and Sarah 
VanDyke

 Advisors for Benjamin Logan BPA are Mandi Wood and Cadan Goldstein.
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High

LeAnn Freehauf, High School Science Teacher, loves science.  “In fact, if 
I wasn’t teaching science, I wouldn’t be teaching.  I say all the time, I am 
blessed to have a job that I love to go to every day.”  Mrs. Freehauf started 
her college experience majoring in the medical field.  After volunteering to 
tutor at a juvenile detention facility, she decided that she wanted to work with 
kids as a career and changed her major to education.  Now in her 27th year 
of teaching, her passion for science and the environment continues to allow 
her to create and encourage students to “do” science.  “While some measure 
success as a grade, I feel all students can experience success in the classroom. 
It may be liking a subject never liked before.  It may be enjoying a project or 
lab activity, and doing well on the assignment.  It may be feeling your values and 
opinions are respected in the class.  Grades are important, but are not the only 
measure of success and quality.”  Setting high expectations in the classroom 
are important and students will rise up and often exceed expectations when 
challenged, Mrs. Freehauf believes.  Her favorite moments are when students 
experience their “aha” moment of learning and science becomes “real” to them.

Her advice to students is to be “true to who YOU are...do you, and do it well.”  
Time management is so vital and our kids are involved in numerous activities 
from sports, clubs, jobs, and school work.  Mrs. Freehauf remarks, “realizing 
when you can take on more, or possibly having to say no is important.”

CBC CHAMPIONS ~ QUIZ BOWL
The Quiz Bowl team won CBC’s for the second straight year and will compete at Nationals in Chicago in April.

(l-r) Bryson Tipton, Ray McCormick, Mei Carmer, Ben Coffield, Kayla Stafford, and Jacob McKenrick.

The team is coached by Lars Melton.

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
LEANN FREEHAUF

“I LOVE SCIENCE”
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Student Contributed Content

 
Strawberry Lemon Bars

Crust:
1/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup butter, room temperature
1 1/2 cups all purpose �our
1/4 tsp salt

By Hunter Logsdon And Chris Raterman

Filling:
1 cup fresh lemon juice
2-3 tsp lemon zest
1/2 cup pureed strawberries (about 3/4 cup 
berries)
1 1/4 cups sugar
4 large eggs
1/4 cup all purpose �our
1/2 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp salt

Preheat the oven to 350. Line a 9 x 13 pan 
with foil or parchment and spray with cooking 
spray. In a medium bowl, beat the butter and 
sugar together, until �u�y. Add the �our and 
salt and mix until a crumbly dough forms. Pat 
the mixture into the prepared pan, spreading 
in an even layer. Bake 15 minutes, or until 
lightly golden around the edges. 

While the crust is baking, in a blender or food 
processor, combine the lemon juice, lemon 
zest, strawberries, and sugar, and blend until 
smooth. Add the eggs and blend until 
smooth. Add the �our, baking powder, and 
salt, and blend until smooth. Pour the mix-
ture onto the hot crust and return to the 
oven. Bake 22-25 minutes, or until the top 
looks dry and is just slightly golden. Remove 
from oven and let cool completely, then sprin-
kle with powdered sugar. 

Preheat the oven to 350. Line a 9 x 13 pan with foil or parch-
ment and spray with cooking spray. In a medium bowl, beat 
the butter and sugar together, until fluffy. Add the flour and 
salt and mix until a crumbly dough forms. Pat the mixture into 
the prepared pan, spreading in an even layer. Bake 15 minutes, 
or until lightly golden around the edges. 

While the crust is baking, in a blender or food processor, com-
bine the lemon juice, lemon zest, strawberries, and sugar, and 
blend until smooth. Add the eggs and blend until smooth. Add 
the flour, baking powder, and salt, and blend until smooth. 
Pour the mixture onto the hot crust and return to the oven. 
Bake 22-25 minutes, or until the top looks dry and is just 
slightly golden. Remove from oven and let cool completely, 
then sprinkle with powdered sugar. 

Crust:
1/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup butter, room tem-
perature
1 1/2 cups all purpose flour
1/4 tsp salt

Filling:
1 cup fresh lemon juice
2-3 tsp lemon zest
1/2 cup pureed straw-
berries (about 3/4 cup 
berries)
1 1/4 cups sugar
4 large eggs
1/4 cup all purpose flour
1/2 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp salt

Strawberry 
Lemon Bars
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District News 

Spring Word Search

Spring 
Crossword

Spring 
Woodsearch
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